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29th September– 1st October 2006

2nd European Action Week of Rural Tourism in Greece

Press Release - Invitation

Guest Inn network has the honor and pleasure to invite you for a second time in the events for the celebration of Rural Tourism. This celebration was initiated last year and due to its tremendous success became already an institution.

Thus, European Action Week for Rural Tourism will be once again organized under the auspices of the European Federation of Rural Tourism-Eurogites while similar events will be organized during October in 24 more European countries – members.

During the festivities, the pensions – members of Guest Inn network which are located both in continental Greece and on the islands, are participating to the “Open Doors” event aiming at the promotion of these pensions and the surrounding regions as well. To this end, there will be organized, free for the public, various small and greater parallel events and activities to welcome October and the first autumn excursions. 

The 2nd European Action Week of Rural Tourism in Greece is organized under the patronage of the Ministry of Tourism - National Tourism Organisation.

Events schedule

Kontosoros Traditional Guest House, Xino Nero - Florina

Contact person: Nikos Kontosoros, tel. 23860 – 81552

· From Friday 29/09 afternoon and Saturday 30/09 all day long, the traditional Guest house “Kontosoros” will be offering you the best “meet balls with traditional noodles” which are one of the local specialties and are also perfectly accompanied with the exceptional local wine.

· Sunday 1/10 from 11.00 until 16.00, in cooperation with the company “Artemis O.E” for alternative activities which is active in the region, there will be organized boating tours and horse ridding activities.

Dimatis  Traditional Guest House, Agios Dimitrios - Olympos

Contact persons: Thanassis and Lazaros Dimatis tel.: 23510 – 84202

· Saturday 30/09, 10.00 a.m – 12.00 Dimati’s grand mother will give lessons of “bread kneading” 
· Saturday 30/09 and Sunday 01/10, 12.00 – 13.00 pm you will be given a tour around the pension’s farm to admire the deers and the wild boars.

Vamos Traditional Houses - Crete

Contact Persons: George Hatzidakis & Elena Nika, tel. 28250 – 23251

· Friday 29/09, 8.00 am. A walking tour will start from the pension. All through the way, visitors will have the opportunity to admire some of the region’s most important sights. The impressive olive press with its 12 Venice style vaults, Mother Mary’s Church with its impressive fresco dating from the 13th century and Agios Antonios church dating from the 16th century.
· Saturday 30/09. A visit will be organized to Dourakis wine factory. The visit will include, apart from the tour guide to the areas of the factory, some wine testing, wine pressing, and lessons for the preparation of must-rolls.

Zannetta’s House, Paros

Contact Person: Zanetta Somaripa, tel. 22840 – 51555 

· Sunday 1/10 after 17.00 pm, Zanetta will be offering to her guests local wine, “tsipouro” and traditional specialties.
Elixirion Traditional Guest House, Mani

Contact Persons: Dimitri & Maria Sotirakou, tel. 27330 – 59275

· Saturday 30/09 at 10.00 am. There will be organized (if the weather is nice) an excursion by the pension’s boat. Captain Dimitri will guide you around the history of Mani region following the “traces” of the pirates and admiring the crystal waters of the region’s caves. The excursion will last for about 2 hours and the boat’s capacity is 12 persons at a time.
Eleonas Farm, Evia

Contact Persons: Marina & Stefanos Vallis, tel. 22270 – 71619

· Friday 29/09 and Saturday 30/09 from 8.30 am to 23.30. You will have the chance to attend the most interesting lecture on astronomy! Using the pension’s telescope you may observe the moon, the planets and stars and you will have the chance to learn all about the myths and legends around them.
Kostantakis Farm, Milos

Contact Persons: Eirini and Kostas Mallis. tel. 22870 – 41125

· Friday 29/09 at 18.30 pm. The pension will offer own production wine and a variety of local plates.
· Saturday 30/09 at 10.00 am. A walking tour of 2 ½ hours will take place from Pollonia, Papafragas, Pachena- Agios Konstantinos- Mitakas to Sarakiniko. Having Irene as your guide and as long as the weather is nice, you may discover small bays and the beaches of unknown beauty which can be found at the north side of the island 

· Saturday 30/09 at 17.30 pm. A tour around the farm will take place to admire the olive groves, the crofts and vineyards. The tour will be assisted by Iza, the farm’s little donkey which can carry the kids. 
Aleka, Traditional Guest House, Tsagarada,Pelion

Contact Person: Eleni Stergiopoulou tel. 24260 – 49380
· Friday 29/09 from 12.00 to 14.00 pm. The pension offers local “tsipouro” and home-made specialties in the pension’s restaurant
· Friday at 16.00 pm. A walking tour will take place with the pension’s two 4 x 4 jeeps up to the mountain (you may follow by your own jeep if you have one). The tour will end at the small church of Agios Athonas. From there you can reach up to the forest (30 minutes on foot).
Vilaeti Traditional Houses, Lassithi Plateau, CRETE

Contact Persons: Aliki Dialina, tel. 28440 – 31983 & 6977248456

· On Saturday 30/09 Vilaeti pension is organizing:
A three hours morning walking tour starting at 9.00 am from the pension getting to the entrance of the canyon and Chavga lake through the region’s gardens and vineyards. The same afternoon after 18.00 pm the pension offers local wine and its own production local “raki” accompanied with the most delicious traditional specialties and pies.

Kiriaki Traditional Guest House, Amfiklia 

Contact Persons: Vivi Tsochla and Nitsa Tsaprouni, tel.: 22340 – 29011

· Saturday 30/09
From 9.00 to 11.30 a.m: The pension will be offering traditional breakfast with pancakes. Right after breakfast at 11.45 a.m join the tour around the traditional Amfiklia village. An hour later the tour will end at the renovated traditional building located at the centre of the village which hosts Mr. Yiannis Panourgias’ office for energy research. There you will have the chance to attend the presentation which will take place with the use of slides having as a subject: “Traditional means of energy production (watermills, windmills, thermal resources etc.) in the wider region of continental Greece”. At 13.30 p.m join the visit to the Bread Museum and the Folklore Museum of Amfiklia. The representative of the villages’s Folklore Association, Mr. Dimitris Vassiliou, will be in charge of the guided tour. 

· Sunday 01/10: 

At 9.00 a.m the traditional ceramic oven of the pension will start warming up to bake. While waiting for it to fire up, all the visitors will learn kneading bread in the courtyard while preparing some of the region’s traditional pies. While the specialties will be baked the hosts will offer tea and coffee accompanied with home-made biscuits and they can all discuss about the great local cuisine and the folklore ways of the region (commemorative and symbolic dishes etc). The baked goods will be accompanied with the local wine from Argiriou vineyards in Polidrosso, the local cheese and oil.

· Both days the guests will leave the pension carrying gifts from local products and home-made marmalade.

Irida Traditional Apartments, Vatera, Lesvos 

Contact Persons: George and Maria Kaliopoulou, tel.: 22520 – 61119

· On Friday 29/09 and on Saturday 30/09 from 6.00 pm, George and Mary will be offering local ouzo, calamary and grilled anchovys which is the island’s specialty.
Enagron Farm, Axos, Crete

Contact Persons: Fani and Giannis Papadakis, tel.: 28340 – 61611

· Friday 29/09 at 6.00 p.m. A lesson of cheese-making will take place. Within the framework of the lessons the pension will be offering fresh cream cheese and gruere accompanied with local “raki” and other Cretan specialties.
· Saturday 30/09 at 6.00 pm there will take place the traditional festivities for the celebration of “raki” (the local drink) at the farm with traditional Cretan specialties and “raki”.

· All through the weekend of celebrations from 13.00 pm there will take place “ practical lessons of Cretan cuisine” from the Pension’s chef

Agamemnon Traditional Guest House, Argalasti, Pelion 

Contact Person: Lefteris Zoubos, tel.: 24230 54557

· Saturday 30/09 at 12.00. Starting from the pension, a visit and a guided tour around the vineyard will take place in cooperation with Mr. Patisti, local organic wine producer. The tour includes an attendance to the whole process of wine production to the distillery and of course wine and local specialties tasting.

· Sunday 01/10. Meeting at 10.00 am at the pension to start a walking tour to the traditional stone-built pathway which leads to Argalasti in Kalamos.
Spilia Traditional Cottages, Kardamila, Chios 

Contact Persons: Kiki and Dimitris Psomadaki, tel.: 22720 22823 6945 319737

· Weekend 30/09 and 01/10 at 9.00 am to 13.00 p.m. “Spilia” Pension will be offering coffee and loads of traditional sweets of Chios, the so-called “loukoumades” which are Kiki’s specialty.
· Sunday 1st of October, Dimitris will guide you around the region (Neromylos, Rodokanaki, the post-byzantine church of Agios Nikolaos Prinaritis, the old village of Ano Kardamylon). The tour will start at 9.00 am and the meeting point will be Spilaia.

Theoni’s House Traditional Guest House, Dimitra Arkadias 
Contact Person: Kristallia Hristodoulari, tel. : 27970 24000 & 6973028265

· Saturday 30/09, 10.00 a.m. Starting from the pension and having Krystallia as a tour guide, a walking tour of one hour will take place to Ladona’s Canyon.

From the old watermill, above the old stone bridge we will get at the riverbed to admire the view at the wonderful old bridge and the wild beauty of the region’s landscape.

Omorfi Poli Traditional Guest House, Nafplio

Contact Persons: Ute and Giannis Tsagaraki, tel.: 27520 21565

· Friday 29/09 at 5.00 p.m join the tour guide around Nafplion ancient city having Ute as a guide and the visit to the city’s Folklore Museum

· Saturday 30/09 at 7.30 p.m. The Pension’s restaurant offers the local specialty “chicken with orange” and local wine.
Naxos-Filoxenia Traditional Apartments, Naxos    

Contact Person: Vangelis Michelopoulos, tel.: 22850 62100

· Sunday 1/10 at 10.00 am. Meeting at the pension to join the excursion to Platanos farm, passing through the crofts of Egaron valley. At the farm you will have the chance to participate to the grape-harvest at the old wine-press as well as to collect pomegranates and prepare sweets grapes and must-jelly.

Information : 

Guest Inn,  tel. +30 210 9607100 or visit www.guestinn.com  at “Guest Inn News” 

or straight at the guest houses.
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